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You can assume without proof

| that even lists of
'Eskimo words with meanings attached, written out by people with
xtensive acquaintance with the people and the language, have to
interpreted in a sophisticated way against the background of a full
nderstanding of Eskimo morphology and etymology if we are to
aw conclusions about whether they can be counted as words

for snow. .
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Part 5 of Home: Dulce

After the six years of my father’s death, our lives
changed. After a while, we hurt each other less and

o began to lick our wounds. Eventually, I noticed that my
voice was no longer tinged with pain when speaking of
our years of insanity. The laughter and appreciation I
had always intended to evoke became common responses to
my family anecdotes, whether between the three of us or
the reaction of outsiders. At first, I thought I was
simply glorifying my father, but I realized it was not
the veracity or stories that had changed, but that I
once again began to love, even adore the awful, hideous,
and cruel within him and myself.

This was more than the easy forgiveness that comes for
the dead and dying. That is simple graciousness and
release knowing a person and their actions have ended
for you. This love, it 1s closest to maternal love, the
love that allows you to forgive and love your child,
even when he’s mean or disgusting, that allows you to
smile at their mischief and tantrums as cherished
memories. But maternal love only goes so far into
adulthood and inhuman behavior. I doubt many mothers
cherish the memory of their son’s crack pipes or
hookers, let alone the feeling of bones cracking from
hig 18t

But our love has allowed me to relish my memories of
what was Hell to live in. Each horrendous gesture and
gut-wrenching moment shows me exactly who we were at our
worst, what we gave up when in free fall. And even when
our latest plummet pulled skin from bones, our last
veins popped and we just kept getting lower, even down
below that last blue-lipped stop, when that train rush
was all we knew, we could still hear each others’
cackles and screams. Who we were when our lives bled
and bruised shows me that we’ve given up less than most
people by never misplacing ourselves or each other, and
by not apologizing for or relinquishing our love, even
i1f it kills us.

‘ this 1s the last part of “Home.” thank you for reading this serialization.
(next page, please)
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